
 

 
 Leyden High School District 212 

 

ENGLISH III Honors  
ENG 321:  Semester One 
Fall 2018 

Mrs. Quirk 
mquirk@leyden212.org 
(847)451-3167 Ext. 5288 
M-F: 7:15-7:30 a.m. and 2:35-3:25 p.m. 
Room 262 

 Course description: 
As a survey of American literature, this course compels students to review the major ideas or arguments our 
nation has considered throughout its history. Students will read increasingly complex texts by important 
American writers, investigating the issues of a developing and developed nation to foster their inquiry about 
the modern United States. Writing in a variety of modes will require students to analyze the rhetorical or 
literary devices of major texts in order to arrive at and interrogate their principal ideas or arguments.  Students 
will advance their own ideas and arguments through critical thinking that relies on evidence and reasoning and 
that recognizes valid opposing arguments.  In this way, the content and skills of this course serve the same 
purpose: preparing students for thoughtful and informed democratic citizenship in the United States. 

Credit weight 
Honors 

Link to published core curriculum map* 
 

Priority Standards 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

RL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the author’s 
choices regarding how to develop and relate 
elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is 
set, how the action is ordered, how the characters 
are introduced and developed). 

RL.11-12.6 Analyze a case in which grasping point of 
view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in 
a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, 
sarcasm, irony, or understatement).  

RI.11-12.6: Determine an author’s point of view or 
purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly 
effective, analyzing how style and content contribute 
to the power, persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 

RL.11-12.3: Analyze the impact of the author’s 
choices regarding how to develop and relate 
elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is 
set, how the action is ordered, how the characters 
are introduced and developed. 

W.11-12.2b: Develop the topic thoroughly by 
selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples appropriate to the 
audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

W.11-12.7: Conduct short as well as more sustained 
research projects to answer a question (including a 
self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow 
or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under 
investigation. 

RL.11-12.9: Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, 
nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century 
foundational works of American literature, including 
how two or more texts from the same period treat 
similar themes or topics. 

11-12.W.1c: Use words, phrases, and clauses as well 
as varied syntax to link the major sections of the 
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 
between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and 
evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

https://sites.google.com/a/leyden212.org/leyden-curriculum-maps/english/eng-321-322-english-iii-hn


Grading Categories  Category Percent Weights 

PRODUCTS 50 
PROGRESS 35 
PROCESS 15 

Leyden High School D212 Common Grading Scale*: 90 - 100  A; 80-89  B; 70 - 79  C; 60 - 69 D; Below 60- F

Materials Needed:  You are expected to have these materials every day. 
● Chromebook (fully charged for the day) 
● SSR book 
● Notebook 
● Folder or binder 
● Pencil and pen 
● Student Planner 

Retake/Late Work/Missing Assignment Policy: 

Process / Participation, Practice, Homework Assignments 

1. Late assignments in this category will be accepted within one week of teacher entry into eSchool. Students 

wishing to make up work in this area must do so by attending a make-up session with the teacher or another 

accepted adult to recoup credit at the teacher's discretion. Failure to make up work in this fashion will result in 

a grade of 0.  

Progress / Formative Assessments: Quizzes, Writing Assignments, Projects, Etc.  

1. Late assignments in this category will be accepted on any day before the date of the current unit's assessment. 
Late submissions will receive a  penalty of one letter grade per day, but no complete, submitted work will 

receive less than a 50%. Assignments not submitted in this category before the date of the current unit's 

assessment will be scored as 0.  

2. Assignments submitted more than one week past deadline will not be eligible for revision or recovery. 

Products / Summative Assessments: Tests, Essays, Writing Assignments, Projects, Etc.  

1. Late assignments in this category will be accepted for credit if they are submitted by the end of the following 

unit.  Assignments not submitted in this category by the end of the following unit will be scored as 0. Late 

submissions will receive a penalty of one letter grade per day, but no complete submission will earn lower than 

50%. Late submissions will have the same opportunities for revision and grade improvement as those submitted 

on time--before revising any product, you will be required to attend a conference with me or the writing center.  

NOTE:  

➢ It is your responsibility to retrieve, complete, and turn in your assignments (posted on the calendar).  If you have any 

questions regarding the homework or missed class days, you may see me during periods 0 or 11.  In the case of a 

pre-arranged absence, see me in advance to get the work you will miss.  When submitting work after an absence, 

please write “absent” at the top of the page.  



 

Other information: 
Arriving Tardy:  The school policy will be followed.  Students will be considered tardy if they are not in the 
classroom when the music/bell stops (please be in your assigned seat as soon as you enter the classroom).  If a 
student has a pass, please give it to me when he/she enters the classroom.  

Absences:  The school policy will be followed.  Please talk to me about what you missed before or after 
school, NOT during class.  Students will have one day per day of absence to make up these assignments. 

Participation:  Participation is a vital part of your grade in this class.  I will expect that you play an active role 
in the classroom.  In groups, and as a whole class, we will have discussions that require listening and 
participating by each and every member.  Appropriate interaction and behavior will also affect your grade.  

Bathroom Use:  You must use the appropriate Hall Pass (no exceptions).  Only ask to use the bathroom 
during appropriate times (not when I’m addressing the entire class).  

Plagiarism:  You are responsible for understanding accepted definitions of plagiarism (see Leyden website) 
before the first assignment is due.  Please note that plagiarism need not be intentional to have serious 
negative effects on your academic standing.  Misrepresentation of another’s work as your own will earn you a 
zero on that assignment and a phone call home. 

Course Policies:  
1. You may not leave the classroom during SSR.  You may not return, renew, or pay fines at the Media 

Center during this time.  If you finish your SSR book, you are to get a new one on your own time.  You 
may not go to your locker or the bathroom. 

2. If you do not have and SSR book, you will read from your Chromebook from the elibrary.  Your grade 
will be affected for not being prepared.  

3. No food in my classroom (this includes candy).  You may have something to drink as long as it has a lid 
on it.  

4. Do NOT sell any candy or other fundraising objects during my class. 
5. NO CELL PHONE!  You must have your cell phone turned off and put away.  You may not use it during 

the school day.  
6. Please keep your Chromebook lids down until I instruct you to open up your Chromebooks.  

Classroom Rules:  
Respect is the main expectation in this classroom.  Your classmates and I deserve your respect and you deserve 
ours.  In addition, all rules/policies of West Leyden High School apply in this classroom and will be enforced.  



 

 

 
 
 
 


